The goal of the WHO is to build a better, healthier future for people all over the world. WHO AFRO is one of the six regional offices of the organisation. As the technical agency and custodian of public health in Africa, the regional office seeks to galvanise political commitment, foster collaboration and align strategic priorities in advancing the health agenda in the region, especially around the Sustainable Development Goals. Strategic partnerships, effective engagement and coordinated action are critical for addressing the urgent and ever changing health needs of people living in Africa.
I thank the Government of Rwanda for the kind hospitality and excellent arrangements made for this landmark event.
I am delighted you have joined us as strategic partners at this Forum. We all know that health is central to development and that partnerships are key to improving access to health and wellbeing. The Sustainable Development Goals reinforce the fact that a multisectoral approach is the foundation to Universal Health Coverage.
The Africa Health Forum brings together people from a wide spectrum of sectors to discuss challenges and opportunities for effective health service delivery and policy priorities in the Region. Furthermore, in line with our reform agenda, we are engaging in strategic partnerships with stakeholders particularly the youth, to strengthen their role in the future of health service delivery in Africa. We are putting people first to ensure that no one is left behind.
WHO in the African Region is committed to working with its Member States and partners to attain the highest possible level of health for Africa's people by achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and in particular Universal Health Coverage for all.
Sustainable health financing has long been recognised as an essential part of Universal Health Coverage and an important plank in achieving the aims of the Sustainable Development Goals. In recent years the concept has led to numerous health reforms including health financing, health insurance and results-based financing reforms. These have been influential in redefining how finances for health are mobilised, managed and used to purchase essential health services across Africa. The session will witness the launch of a joint effort between WHO and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the signing of a "Letter of Intent". ICT is already transforming how health care is delivered and how health systems are run. For ICT to achieve the health goals such as SDGs, and to ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all for the African region, the proposed partnership will consolidate existing efforts and resources towards making available ICT foundations and platforms that are a requirement for providing and scaling up eHealth services. It will also focus on building a capable workforce to effectively use ICT. The partnership will address also the need of multi-stakeholders partnership models that can bring about sustainable adoption of Digital Health. 
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Side event -E-Health
The African region has a high burden of diseases, with no interventions for many that disproportionally affect its population. This challenge will hinder achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Universal Health Care (UHC) if left unmitigated. The health research systems in the region could address this challenge if given the needed prominence. This session is aimed at advocating for a new era of health research and innovation to develop diagnostic, preventive and therapeutic interventions that will contribute to progress towards the SDGs and UHC.
The African continent is the only region in the world where the number of adolescents is predicted to increase over the next 50 years. The proportion of the world's adolescent and youth living in Africa is expected to rise from 18 % in 2012 to 28 % by 2040, while the shares for all other region will decline. Within this context, the health and development of Africa's adolescents will be key to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. Countries in the African region have made commendable strides in health, however the newly adopted Sustainable Development Goals require greater efforts to ensure healthy lives and wellbeing for all. It is critical to improve the scope and mode of delivery of health services and also to address the existing inequities in order to have a meaningful impact on people's lives. The health sector interventions will need to be complemented by inter-sectorial action to effectively address the social, economic and environmental determinants of health. At the end it is important to identify ways countries can optimise the multiplicity of stakeholders and the different resources to build a resilient health system that will sustainably address the health and wellbeing of the people without leaving anyone behind. 
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